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Big Horn #1 and Wyoming Connections Academy

• Partnered in 2011
• District's vision to innovate 

and meet students' needs in 
our changing world

• Served 5,000 students since 
inception allow any students 
the option of school choice



Mission of Wyoming Connections Academy

It is the mission of Wyoming Connections 
Academy to work collaboratively with 
colleagues, students, and parents to design 
and develop student-driven education for 
positive learning experiences.
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Background
• Bullied

• Academically Struggling

• Students who, due to fear and anxiety 
caused by a myriad of reasons, including 
Covid, require a safe and emotionally 
healthy environment in which to learn.

• Immuno-compromised families and 
students

• Home School

• Need Flexible Timing and Pacing

• Athletes

• Geographically Isolated

• Pregnant teens, working students, etc.

Typical Students 
We Serve in K-12



670 Wyoming Connections Academy Students 2021-22 SY
19% of Wyoming Connections Academy Students Qualify for Special 

Education Services



670 Wyoming Connections Academy Students 2021-22 SY



Student Demographics For Wyoming Connections Academy



Grade Span Enrollments For Wyoming Connections Academy
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Student Performance For Wyoming Connections Academy
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Student Performance For Wyoming Connections Academy
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Molly Mulcahy
Wyoming Connections 
Academy Guidance Counselor

Inspiring Professional Educators

Highly
Qualified

Student 
Centered

State 
Certified

Teachers



Wyoming Connections Academy Teachers

• All 29 teachers, counselors and administrators are certified by the 
Professional Teaching Standards Board with current certifications. 

• 55% of the staff have Masters's Degrees;

• 20% of staff have multiple Master’s degrees or additional courses and credits 
beyond their Master’s degree; 

• One staff has an Education Specialist degree.



How our virtual program serves students
Wyoming Connections Academy provides a unique and innovative 
instructional model to best meet students' needs offering a virtual public 
school with all the comprehensive services of a public school including:

○ Professional Teaching Standards Board Certified Teachers
○ Student services including special education and counseling
○ Learning management systems
○ Student technology, student help desk, and a facility
○ Curriculum
○ Administrative Services
○Outreach, enrollment, and academic placement
○ Field trips and clubs
○ State reporting and state testing



Student Funding
SUMMARY OF VIRTUAL SCHOOL EXPENDITURES:

 Personnel Costs – Salaries and benefits to attract and retain high quality teaching and administrative staff
 Instructional Support- Professional development, PLCs, instructional materials
 Curriculum and Platform- Online instructional courses, SIS, physical materials sent to students, and ongoing 

research to meet best practices and state standard updates
 Facility Costs – Rent, utilities, maintenance, storage, etc.
 State Mandated Testing Costs – Rental of facilities, travel of staff to sites, testing materials throughout the 

state
 Technology Supports – Student computer and internet subsidies, IT support, school hardware and software, 

etc.
 Administrative Functions- Human resources, payroll, accounting, student reporting, school handbooks, etc.
 Federally Mandated Special Education Services – Psychologists, speech therapists, behavioral therapists, 

occupational therapists, and other certified professionals and monitoring as needed to fulfill student service 
requirements

 Parent Outreach, Enrollment and Placement – Application, enrollment and onboarding support for students 
that also includes academic placement support

 Student Field Trips and Clubs – Ongoing extracurricular opportunities for students and families based on their 
interests as well as staff travel expenditures to oversee these activities



Student Stories Served by Wyoming Connections Academy
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Parent Satisfaction Results
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